Left: Life as a Redcoat - Photographs courtesy of Richard Parkin

Below: Fancy Dress Vicky & Kerry 1966 - Courtesy of Marlene & Bernard Brown

Bernard and Marlene of
West Hull 1966

Bernard and Marlene are what you would call
Butlin's veterans. Over the years they have stayed at
many of the camps and at the Butlin's hotels.
Lovingly kept, Marlene has all their badges,
memorabilia and photographs spanning over twenty-
five years. Bernard first went to Butlin's, Filey in
1952. This first visit was definitely a boy's holiday
with lots of flowing beer.

After marrying Marlene, Bernard and his young
family went back to Filey in 1966. This time, with
their daughters Melanie, who was eighteen months
old, little Vicky and her cousin Kerry who were
both six.

Melanie, because she was under two was taken to
the feeding rooms for her meals. Within this room,
rows and rows of seated babies in highchairs were
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fed their pureed portions of carrots and stewed
apples. Following the meal Melanie was supposed to
stay in the nursery until Bernard, Marlene, Vicky and
Kerry had had their own food in the large dining hall.
Unfortunately Melanie had other plans and cried the
place down until Marlene took her in her pram and
parked it outside the dining room in an area where
Melanie could see them all through the window at
their designated table. Only then could the older
ones get on with their own meal. Melanie was not
the only one that did not like being left as Marlene
recalls rows and rows of prams all lined up outside
the dining room. As much as possible the prams
were parallel to peoples' tables and even then some
of the babies didn't stop crying. It all added to the
overall clatter of animated chat and cutlery scraping
on crockery.




